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%^ Adolf von Menzel, the artist, died in Berlin, February 9, at the 
age of ninety. His death was due to weakness, superinduced by a 
severe cold. Menzel had been identified with the best in German art 
for sixty years. His work, even to within the last five years, was 
regarded as excellent, and he worked every morning until his illness. 
He was the first artist to receive the highest Prussian decoration, the 
Black Eagle, conferred on him by the present emperor, who held him 
in high esteem. By order of the emperor, the body was buried in 
Berlin, in the rotunda of the old Museum of Art. 
•^ J. Ambrose Pritchard, a well-known landscape-painter, died 
recently at the Homeopathic Hospital, Boston, of apoplexy, aged 
forty-six. He was working in his studio apparently as well as usual. 
In the afternoon he was stricken down and was taken to the hospital. 
He had been married only four months. He was a member of the 
Boston Art Club and the Boston Society of Water-Color Painters. 
He was to have contributed a group of fifteen of his recent water- 
colors to the exhibition of the Society of Water-Color Pamters in 
Boston. He exhibited in the Paris salons of 1886 and 1887, and had 
been represented in many of the regular annual exhibitions in the 
United States. 



THE UNIQUE ART SALE OF AMERICA 

**Ten dollars! Twenty dollars! Twenty-five dollars! Thank 
you, thirty dollars! Go on, gentlemen, forty dollars! I am offered 
forty dollars for the first choice of the twenty-four mugs — forty dol- 
lars. Your opportunity, gentlemen, to buy a Salmagundi Library 
mug comes but once a year, and there are not half enough mugs to 
go around. Forty- five dollars! Fifty dollars! Fifty-five dollars! 
Sixty dollars! Going at sixty dollars! Sixty dollars — '' 

Down the long tables the red candles light up the pictures on the 
walls and the eager faces of the diners, who have drawn their chairs 
forward. Rows of famous brass candlesticks gleam among. the flow- 
ers and the empty bottles. 

''Only sixty dollars for first choice? Do I hear seventy? Sixty 
dollars ! Going at sixty dollars — sixty dollars once, sixty dollars twice, 
sixty dollars third and last call! No! Seventy-five dollars I am 
offered! Seventy-five dollars! Eighty dollars! A hundred dollars!'* 
— the red candles blink. **A hundred and ten dollars! A hundred 
and twenty dollars!'* — the candles range themselves in prim rows. 
**A hundred and thirty dollars!'* — they dance up and down to the 
auctioneer. **One hundred and fifty dollars!" — the room is a blur 
of red flames and white shirt-fronts. **One hundred and seventy-five 
dollars!" — the tables join the pictures on the walls in a sort of 
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SALMAGUNDI MUG, 1905 
By Charles P. Gruppe 

encircling the mug from 
handle to handle. A quaint 
Dutch mug inscribed 
around the bottom: ''On 
the dijk at Volendam, Hol- 
land, drawn by George 
Wharton Edwards for the 
Salmagundi Club" was one 
of the gems of the collec- 
tion. These rare pieces of 
delft are all fired bisque; 
that is, without glaze. 

The foregoing are now 
paragraphs of ancient his- 
tory — a reminiscence of the 
Salmagundi Club mug sale 
of 1904. They are, how- 
ever, a forecast of a similar 
scene that will be enacted 
in the gallery of the club on 
the I ith of April this year. 
On that date there will be 



merry-go-round. ''One 
hundred and eighty dol- 
lars! One hundred and 
eighty dollars — once, 
twice, last call — sold!" 
The privilege of selection 
goes to J. Sanford Saltus, 
who chooses William Rit- 
schel's mug — Dutch boats 
on a Holland beach, one 
of the few done in color 
over glaze. 

This was the record- 
breaker for a single mug 
at the auction. The next 
highest price paid was 
sixty dollars for a blue delft 
mug by H. M. Walcott, 
which was delightful in its 
originality — ten topers 
lounging over a bar, show- 
ing only their backs and 
expectant heads and im- 
patient feet, the ten figures 




SALMAGUNDI MUG. 1905 
By Arthur E Blackmore 
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the same — or a similar — jolly crowd of artists and connoisseurs seated 
at the annual club dinner ; a like display of artistically decorated mugs, 
each in a sense linked with a personal association; equally spirited 
bidding, and equally triumphant carrying off of cherished trophies. 
These sales are nothing less than events, and the unusual features 
attending them warrant the caption of this article — they are the 
unique auction sales of art products in America. 

In 1901 a blue mug by J. Carroll Beckwith brought one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars, and in 1902 a mug by Genjiro Yeto — a 
Japanese maiden with lilies, in blue delft — sold for one hundred and 
five dollars. At the same sale, another blue mug, decorated by 




SALMAGUNDI MUGS, 1905 

By H. G. Plumb, Gordon Grant, and Thomas Potts 



Howard Pyle, sold for one hundred dollars. The Pyle mug bore on 
one side the head of a pirate in a broad sombrero, which suggested 
a toby. On the opposite side was a panel of lettering as follows: 
*'A True Picture of an Imaginary Gentleman, Painted by Howard 
Pyle for the Salmagundi Club of New York.*' 

In the world of commerce a clever idea is often the basis of a 
fortune. In the case of the Salmagundi Club an original thought 
carefully managed has given its library a handsome annual income. 
The plan consists in the preparation of twenty-four decorated steins, 
each painted by a well-known artist member and bearing his signa- 
ture. The mugs are fired by Charies Volkmar, the Club potter, and 
are sold at auction after the annual library dinner. The first library 
dinner took place in 1899, and the twenty-four blue mugs, all of 
them glazed, brought three hundred and ninety-seven dollars. The 
first choice went to Mr. Saltus for sixty dollars, and the mug selected 
was that of Walter Shirlaw, which was encircled by a flock of geese. 
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In the following year, the library mugs brought six hundred and 
thirteen dollars. George Inness, Jr., secured the first choice for one 
hundred dollars, and the mug selected bore two nude female figures, 
daintily painted and signed by the well-known portrait-painter, 
Charles Frederick Naegele. In 1901, Mr. Saltus secured first choice 
for fifty-four dollars, and selected the mug by H. G. Plumb, ''Coming 
through the Rye,** a mouse coming out of the loaf. At the same 
sale F. Louis Mora*s mug brought one dollar more than the first 
choice. In 1902, George F. Crane paid one hundred and fifty dollars 
for first choice; but a fifty-dollar painting by Charles Baker went 




SALMAGUNDI MUGS, 1905 

By John Boyd Dinsmore, Walter C. Hartsan, and Charles N. Harris 

with the mug. Mr. Crane chose J. N. Marble's mug. In 1903, 
Dr. Henry S. Oppenheimer paid ninety-five dollars for choice, and 
took a beautiful mug by F. Louis Mora, decorated with Mediaeval 
figures of Bacchus and attendants. Mr. Mora painted a mug for the 
sale in three successive years, and these brought an average price of 
seventy dollars. All the mugs are registered in the library, with 
descriptions and photographs, and each one is numbered on the 
bottom with the year to which the series belongs, and thus in a 
sense became a matter of public record. 

This unique sale has given birth to a new set of collectors. Chief 
among the purchasers of Salmagundi mugs is W. E. Baillie of Bridge- 
port, Connecticut, who is a famous collector of book-plates. Mr. 
Baillie owns the Howard Pyle mug, and it is so highly prized by him 
that he could hardly be induced to part with it; in fact, it could not 
be bought for one thousand dollars. He is an enthusiastic gatherer 
of mugs, and has secured twenty-five — a collection of rare value. 

The sale of mugs at the Salmagundi Club was instituted for the 
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purpose of providing an in- 
come for the library. Be- 
sides serving this end, the 
sale has become a delight- 
ful custom of the Club. 
The six annual dinners 
have brought into the 
treasury of the Library 
Committee three thousand 
eight hundred and seven 
dollars, or an average of 
about six hundred and 
thirty-four dollars for each 
year. The twelve dozen 
mugs have averaged ap- 
proximately twenty-six dol- 
lars and fifty cents apiece. 
It is one of the customs 
of the dinner to have the 
tables and the walls deco- 
rated with choice pieces 
from the famous Drake 
collection of brasses. Rus- 
sian candlesticks, three feet 
high, stand on the head 




SALMAGUNDI MUG, 1905 
By C E. Kinkade 




SALMAGUNDI MUG, 1905 
By Corwin Knapp Linson 



tables, and. the walls of the 
picture gallery gleam with 
brass and copper, hung 
over a background of beau- 
tiful rugs. At the head of 
the hall flashes the great 
Drake blazer, which is the 
copper bottom of a sugar- 
kettle battered into a 
thousand glittering facets, 
and upon all the walls is 
a shining arrangement of 
plaques and Huneker lights 
wrought by the cunning 
hands of Jewish artisans 
hundreds of years ago. 
Here and there a group of 
the tops of New England 
warming-pans perforated in 
patterns, smiles across at a 
Moorish platter from some 
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old Spanish inn, or at a quaint cooking-kettle from old Russia. 
As the music of some familiar air is heard, the tables break into song, 
and good fellowship reigns supreme by the time that the mugs are 
brought in for the sale. 

For the last three years the twenty-four artists who have deco- 
rated the mugs of the year have been entertained by the Library 
Committee. The library which is thus supported is one of the most 
individual collections in the possession of any New York club. 
While essentially an art library, it embraces a number of special col- 
lections; but it is best known for its collection of works on costume. 
In this branch alone, the Salmagundi Library contains between four 
and five hundred volumes, more than half of which are folios and 
quartos. 

What prices will be commanded this year is, of course, at this 
writing purely conjectural, but that the mugs have lost none of their 
popularity is evidenced by the fact that the Club has had in its pos- 
session for many weeks a check for one hundred and four dollars for 
any mug that might fall to the lot of the would-be purchaser. The 
accompanying illustrations of some of the steins to be offered for sale 
this year will give some idea of the queer conceits and beautiful 
designs executed by the artists,* and wll perhaps suggest a reason for 
the deep interest taken in the auctions by collectors. 

William Henry Shelton. 



BOOKS RECEIVED 

''Bryan's Dictionary of Painters and Engravers.*' Vol. V. The 
Macmillan Co. $6 net. 

''Sir Anthony Van Dyck,*' by Hugh Stokes. Frederick Warne 
&Co. $1.25. 

"Tintoretto,'* by Mrs. Arthur Bell. Frederick Warne & Co. $1.25. 

"George Frederick Watts," by W. K. West. Frederick Warne 
& Co. $1.25. 

"Sir Edward Burne- Jones," by Malcolm Bell. Frederick Warne 
& Co. $1.25. 

"Verrochio," by Maud Cruttwell. Charles Scribner's Sons. 
$2 net. 

"Dutch Pottery and Porcelain," by W. Pitcairn Knowles. 
Charles Scribn*er's Sons. $2.50. 

"Drawings of Burne- Jones," by T. Martin Wood. Charles 
Scribner's Sons. $2.50. 

"Der Fall B5cklin und die Lehre von den Einbeika," by Julius 
Meier-Graefe. Julius Hoffmann. 3 marks. 



